Intracerebral venous hemorrhage in "high-risk" carotid-cavernous fistula.
Intracerebral hematoma associated with carotid-cavernous fistula is a rare occurrence. Based on a review of the literature and on the analysis of personal observation, the authors define as "high-risk fistula" a carotid-cavernous fistula at risk of intracerebral hemorrhage. Characteristic features of these are computed tomography demonstration of parenchymal vermicular enhancement of brain vessels, and an angiographic pattern of dilated and tortuous cerebral veins. When an intracerebral hemorrhage occurs in a patient with carotid-cavernous fistula an early but phased and combined neuroradiological-neurosurgical approach is suggested as the best way to treat this life-threatening situation.